
CAMBRIDGE RAIL TRAIL COMMITTEE (CRTC) MEETING 
Cambridge Town Offices 

Minutes of Meeting, October 24th, 2016 
 

Members Present:  Mark Schilling, Laird MacDowell, Peter Ingvoldstad, Jane Porter, 
Zeke Zucker. 
Members Absent:  Dana Sweet  
 

1. The Meeting commenced at 6:01 p.m.. 
 
2. The first order of business was the appointment of the Committee Chair.  Laird 

was nominated and seconded, and unanimously approved by the Committee 
 

3. The next order of business was the appointment of a Recording Secretary.  Zeke 
was nominated and seconded, and unanimously approved by the Committee. 

 
4. Laird then provided General Comments regarding budgeting and cooperation with 

other entities.  
a.   Laird sent an email to the Conservation Commission, stating that they no 

longer need to include mowing and brush hogging of the 3 facilities in 
their future budgeting.   

b. He stressed that our Committee needs to work closely with both VAST 
and the Smugglers’ Notch Snowmobile Club regarding maintenance of the 
Railtrail. 

c. Laird has contacted Shane Prisby of VAST, with the results of his survey 
of standing dead trees on the Cambridge section of the Rail Trail, and it 
has been approved for Allen Audette to do the cutting in exchange for the 
firewood resulting.   

d. Peter commented that Allen recently assisted the Adhoc Trailhead 
Committee with removal of several stumps adjacent to the Trailhead.   

e. Payments for Allen’s future work will now be made by the Town Clerk. 
 

5. Laird then gave a summary of the status of the three facilities comprising the 
purview of the Committee’s responsibility:  The Cambridge Greenway, the 
Cambridge Junction Trailhead, and the Cambridge segment of the Lamoille 
Valley Rail Trail.   

 
a. Cambridge Greenway – 
 

i. After 3 months of trying, Laird has been able to set up a meeting 
with Attorney Lewis Sussman, for November 1st, to walk the 
Greenway property between the Rte. 108 and Rte. 15 bridges, in 
order to verify the various easements.  Peter Kachalka of North 
Woods Joinery will accompany. Laird repaired an 80’ washed 
section of the Greenway behind Tatro and adjacent to the Brewster 
River, at a previous rip-rap point. 



ii. Laird is attempting to set up a meeting between Chris Hunt, the 
Vtrans Supervisor of Documents, and the Cambridge Select Board, 
to discuss the Bell Gates segment of the Greenway ROW, which 
was donated to the Town.  He also wants to create a Memorandum 
of Agreement/Understanding. 

iii. Peter raised the issue of the bank erosion behind North Woods 
Joinery, where the Greenway Path has been relocated at least 4 
times because of it.  He discussed a suggested plan of building a  
Rip Rap wall away from the river edge to serve as a buffer when 
the river bank eventually reaches that point.  This would have to be 
approved in light of the current Act 250 buffer zone. 

 
b. Cambridge Junction Trailhead: 

 
i. The matter of spring maintenance was brought up as being the first 

priority.   
ii. Regarding the proposed budget, Mark stressed the need to forego 

spending on enhancements in order to concentrate on  
maintenance, such as for the parking spaces on the south side of 
Cambridge Junction Rd. Extension, which he said needs attention.     
He specifically pointed to the Line item of $500 for building new 
musical features for the playground. 

iii. Peter explained the safety element behind an organ-like element to 
keep youngsters from crossing between replica rail cars, but 
conceded  to the suggested shifting of spending toward 
maintenance. 

iv. Laird reported that there is $1,200 remaining in the Greenway 
account, which could be used to fund priority (i.e. safety) 
enhancements at the Trail Head.  

 
c. Rail Trail: 

i. Maintenance of the 4 miles of Cambridge Rail Trail is spelled out 
in detail in Laird’s suggested 2017 Budget.  Based on meeting 
discussions revisions will be made to said budget, which will be 
resubmitted.   

ii. The budget will be addressed at the next meeting of the CRTC at 
6:30 p.m. on Monday the 31st of October in the Cambridge Town 
Offices.   

 
d. The Meeting was concluded at 7:10 p.m.. 

 
                                                                                              Respectfully Submitted,   
 
         
                        C. G. ‘Zeke’ Zucker, Secretary 


